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TOWN OF PENFIELD 
3100 Atlantic Avenue, Penfield, NY 14526-9798 

 

CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 7:00 PM 

Jim Almstead, Chairman, presiding 

Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 

______________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Rosanne Cohen, Daniel Moore, Burt Gorton, Noel 

Schlageter, Paul Sugnet, Pat Schichler, Jeff Bartocci, Debbie Drawe-Town Board 

Liaison, Aileen Reis-Trails Committee Liaison 

b. Staff Present:  Doug Sangster-Town Planner, Brad Kommeth-Junior Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 

a. The board  approved the minutes for the June 02, 2020, July 07, 2020 and October 06, 

2020 meetings  

III. Communications 

a. No mail has been received since the previous meeting. 

IV. Public Participation 

V. Board Discussion 

a. 100 Old Quarry Lane - Sketch Plan 

i. RIT has a conditional use permit for the property. 

ii. Burt asked what exactly is being proposed. Doug mentioned that they are 

looking at modifying the driveway and adding parking. RIT is also looking at 

erosion control measures, a garden, and possibly a site for a tent. 

iii. Pat asked what impact events on the property would have on traffic and 

neighboring homes. Doug stated that the nearest properties, apartments on Old 

Penfield Road and neighborhoods west of Panorama Trail, sit substantially 

higher than the quarry property. The town will be discussing with RIT any 

issues to do with amplification of sound as well as outdoor lighting. 

iv. Doug mentioned that any events on the property would be RIT sanctioned and 

have at least one RIT security person on site during the event. Jim asked if 

security would be on site 24/7. Doug replied that they have a facility person but 

he doesn’t know if that would be a 24/7 position. Doug further mentioned that 

the property is gated and locked. RIT has also taken steps to post the site but 

occasionally do have issues with people entering the site through Irondequoit 

Creek. 

v. Jim asked that the conservation board be included in a site visit. Doug 

mentioned that there is a plan for a site visit for members of staff and the 

planning board but no date has been decided. Noel, Daniel, and Jeff will be 

attending the site visit as representatives of the board. 

b. 1700 Baird Road - Preliminary Final 

i. Jim gave some history of the location including previous issues with DEC with 

drainage ditch/stream access over it.  

ii. Jim mentioned that lot 101 was pretty modestly sized for such a large home. Jim 

asked how the topography of lot 101 will impact lot 102. Jim asked if it would 

be better off to make lot 101 larger so that the topography does not interfere 

with lot 102 and subsequently to combine lots 102 and 103 into a single larger 
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lot, hat way there would be 2 generous lots but the topography of 101 wouldn't 

be spilling over onto 102. Burt agreed with Jim's concern regarding the contours 

of 102 and 102. 

iii. Burt asked if the lots are conforming to zoning and Doug replied that yes the 

lots do meet zoning requirements. 

iv. Jim asked if the drainage ditch on lot 103 connects to the pond between Baird 

Rd and Baird Rd Ext. Doug stated that he thinks that the ditch is piped under 

Baird Rd and comes out adjacent to the pond where it acts as an overflow to the 

swamp. 

v. Pat asked if all of these lots will have curb cuts onto Baird Rd. Jim said that lots 

101-104 will have curb cuts onto Baird Rd while lot 105 will have a curb cut on 

Baird Rd Ext. Aileen said that she thinks it's awful that they are dumping 

another four driveways onto Baird Rd. Jim agreed with this point and suggested 

a private drive running north south immediately adjacent to Baird Rd that would 

remove several of the curb cuts. Doug mentioned that any curb cuts would have 

to be approved by the public works department since Baird Rd is a town road. 

Paul asked if the current curb cuts are consistent with other properties to the 

south on Baird Rd. Doug replied that they are consistent. There were some 

concerns that a private drive would take up a lot of the front yard space on the 

properties but that it could be suggested to the applicant. 

vi. Pat and Rosanne will do a site visit for the board. 

VI. Other Business 

a. Doug went through ongoing projects in the Town 

i. Bayview Landing-approved by town board. Waiting on plan revisions. 

ii. Stafford Park 

iii. Panorama Park-No updates 

b. Debbie brought up the Tree & Shrub Program 

i. There was discussion amongst members that due to Covid-19 it would probably 

be difficult to safely hold a tree and shrub giveaway this year. The board said 

that they would keep it in mind for next year. 

c. Town Board will be reappointing members to the Conservation Board 

d. Environmental Management Council Updates 

i. Paul asked Rosanne for any updates from recent EMC meetings. 

e. Jim asked Debbie about a town paper shredding event. Debbie mentioned there is 

conversation about several recycling events and that she will bring up the paper 

shredding. 

VII. Next Meeting: February 02, 2021 

VIII. Adjournment 

a. The Meeting was adjourned at  08:08 PM 

 

 



Town of Penfield 

Conservation Board Report 

To: Planning Board,  

Project: Scorza Subdivision 

Date: February 2, 2021 

Reviewers: Rosanne Cohen,  Pat Schichler 

Date of Site Visit: January 25, 2021 

Supporting Documents 

 Letter from Marathon Engineering, Dated 12/22/2020

 Planning Department Application Form, Dated 12/9/2020

 Short EAF, Dated 12/9/2020

 Engineering Plans, 7 sheets

Observations 

 Owner is seeking preliminary/final subdivision proposal to create 5 additional lots for

single-family homes on the western 3.3 +/- acres of their 19.3 acre property

 The site and surrounding areas are zoned R1-20

 Four of the new lots will be accessed from Baird Road and the fifth accessed from the

Baird Road Extension.

 The proposal requests final approval for the southernmost new lot which will contain a

3,200 SF single-family home.

 The parcel is adjacent to Hipp Brook, however the project will not impact this water

body.

 The parcel to be developed contains only smaller brush; there are no trees.  The edge of

the woods at the southern border of property will not be disturbed.

 There is a row of boulders at the proposed back edge of the property line.

Concerns/Comments/Recommendations 

• The home to be built will back up to a roughly 10 foot downward slope.  Plans call for a 
retaining wall.

• Although there will be four additional drives on Baird Road and one on Baird Road 
Extension, the proposed driveways are in keeping with the other properties in this area.

• Lot 103 contains the drainage channel for the Hipp Brook. While construction will not 
occur near the Hipp Brook or drainage channel, adequate protection should be used to 
during any construction.   

Summary 

The reviewers have no concerns with the project going forward as proposed.










